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How Are the Natural Disasters' Memories Handed Down in Society?
FH IR sk

KATSUKI Yoichiro (Kanagawa University)

There have been various disasters in Japan. And, as such, we take precautions against disasters in
various ways. For example, farmers don't want to plant only one species in all their fields. Their choices
are made to help them avoid damage from natural disasters. If only one species is planted, it means
the harvest will be at only one time. If a typhoon strikes at harvest time, their crops may be entirely
destroyed. We are apt to think about natural disasters from a city dwellers' point of view, i.e., how to
escape, and keep away from them. But the knowledge and skills of farmers and fishermen helps them to
think about natural disasters in a different way. They cannot run away, since they have to go on working
for a living.

And one more thing, the damage caused by natural disasters is not only directly from nature's power.
Many kinds of social confusion at these times cause much damage. Some weaknesses in society are
suddenly shown to us at these times.

Folklore tells us in various ways how our ancestors got through natural disasters. My approach to
studying about natural disasters is not to learn about the damage caused by natural disasters themselves,

but to learn how the natural disasters' memories are handed down in society.
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